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These colonies were separated by such vast distances that federation
was not thought of till 1890. But it became imperative, for a common
policy to exclude cheap coloured labour, for defence against threatened
Japanese control of the Pacific, etc. (The great obstacle to federation
was that N.S.W. wanted to keep Free Trade for the benefit of Sydney
shipping, while all the rest wanted Protection.)
" Commonwealth of Australia " created in 1900, with a very demo-
cratic Constitution—the Senate has no veto.
The Labour Party, consisting of federated Trades Unions, became
extremely powerful; aimed at making Australia a " working-man's
paradise " by maintaining high wages and keeping out cheap labour.
south africa.—Cape Colony received " responsible government "
in 1853 ; Natal in 1893. The former Boer republics were granted
self-government (in accordance with the Peace of Vereeniging, N233)
in 1906-7. This cleared the way for Rhodes Js dream of a Union of
South Africa (§ 324). Delegates from the four colonies met at Durban
to draw up Constitution (1909).
The Constitution was more like that of New Zealand than that of
Australia. The four colonies were renamed " Provinces," their local
governments being entirely subordinate to the Dominion Parliament at
Cape Town. The first Prime Minister was Louis Botha, an ex-Boer
general.
No.   235,—DEVELOPMENT  OF   IMPERIAL  POLICY (1840-
1914).
Lord Durham's Report (1839, § 302) laid down the future lines of
British imperial policy : self-government.
The first effects of the Report may be seen in the readiness with which
the British Parliament granted self-government to the Australian
Colonies (1856); Cape Colony (1853) ; New Zealand (1857) ; The
new policy was fully developed in the formation of the Dominion of
Canada (1867, § 302)—" the Eldest of the Daughter Nations."
Disraeli attempted a federation of South Africa (1876-80).
A failure, owing to resistance of the Boers, who rebelled against
annexation, and recovered their independence under Gladstone (§315).
An Imperial Federation League (including Forster, Chamberlain,
Rosebery) was formed (1884) to draw the colonies into closer relation-
ship with Britain.
First Colonial Conference (1887), consisting of the Premiers of the
colonies who were in London for the first Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
note that " responsible government " places prime ministers
in a position to speak on behalf of their people.
Second Colonial Conference (1897) presided over by the Colonial
Secretary, Joseph Chamberlain (N232). The Premiers had come for
the Diamond Jubilee.
They showed no enthusiasm for close federation, as they cherished
their independence,

